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The Sonodyne Sama 5000 soundbar aims to fix poor TV audio with a focus on clear
dialogue and balanced sound. Setup is simple, and sound quality is a noticeable
improvement over built-in TV speakers. While it has limitations like conservativ@aaiuMae

Last week, I found myself turning on
subtitles for a full-blown action movie
that has so many dialogues that I
couldn't care less about them. No, I
wasn't trying to be considerate to
sleeping neighbours, but because I

genuinely couldn't make out what the
characters were saying through my TV's
built-in speakers—all I could hear were explosions, and nothing of the actual
conversation. Welcome to the modern television experience: gorgeous picture,
terrible sound, and the constant choice between annoying your neighbours or
missing half the movie.

So here I am, testing yet another soundbar yet another soundbar that promises to
fix what TV manufacturers seemingly refuse to address. Sonodyne, better known
for their professional studio monitors, has taken a swing at the living room with its
324,999 Sama 5000 soundbar that promises to deliver “cinematic sound.” The real
question isn't whether it's better than your TV speakers - that bar is buried
underground - but whether it's worth the space under your television. The cynic in
me expects disappointment. The optimist hopes to finally hear what everyone's
been mumbling about for the past few years.

Built to blend, not boast




First impressions matter, and the Sama 5000 makes a good one by basically
disappearing. At 35 inches wide, it fits neatly under my 43-inch TV without that
awkward overhang you get with some bars. More importantly, at just under 3
inches tall, it doesn't block my TV remote - a small miracle in soundbar design.
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The matte black finish looks appropriately serious without being flashy, and there's
actual weight to the thing when you pick it up. At 3.2kg, it feels substantial rather
than hollow, which is reassuring when you're spending this much money. The
touch controls on top work as advertised, though I found myself using the
included remote more often than expected - partly because the controls are
positioned just awkwardly enough that you can't reach them without leaning
forward.



SONODYNE

Here's where things get interesting: the wireless subwoofer feels like it came from
a different product entirely. While the main bar exudes quality, the sub feels
surprisingly light and plasticky. Tap it with your knuckles and you get that hollow
sound that suggests cost-cutting measures. It's not terrible, just noticeably
cheaper than its partner. At least it's compact enough to tuck away without
dominating your floor space.

Setup that actually makes sense

I'll admit it: I was prepared for the usual soundbar setup nightmare. Account

creation, app downloads, firmware updates, mysterious pairing rituals - the whole
modern tech experience. Instead, the Sama 5000 keeps thing simple: it just
worked. Plug in both units, connect one HDMI cable to your TV's eARC port, and
you're done. The subwoofer paired itself to the main bar without any button-
pressing ceremonies or cryptic LED sequences.



This simplicity extends to daily use. The remote has exactly what you need and
nothing more: three sound modes (music, movie, voice), volume controls, and a
dedicated subwoofer level adjustment that proves invaluable when your
downstairs neighbour starts banging on the ceiling. There's also a one-touch Dolby
Atmos button, though I found its effectiveness varies wildly depending on what
you're watching.

Connection options cover the basics without overwhelming anyone. Both HDMI

in/out are there, optical and aux inputs catch older devices, and Bluetooth 5.4
pairs quickly with phones. The limitation is that single HDMI input - if you've got
multiple gaming consoles or streaming devices, you'll be doing some cable
juggling. Not a deal-breaker, just mildly annoying in the modern living room.

The sound of balance

Fire up the Sama 5000 and the difference is immediately apparent. Even
something as mundane as news fills the room with clear, present dialogue that
doesn't require straining to hear. The three drivers in the main unit handle left,
center, and right channels with reasonable clarity, making dialogue easier to follow
without having to crank the volume quite as high. There's a sense of fullness to
the sound that wasn't there before - voices have body, music has layers, and
sound effects carry more weight than the thin output your TV manages on its own.



Here's where the Sama 5000 shows its professional audio heritage: dialogue stays
anchored to the screen where it belongs, with a clarity that makes conversations
feel more natural and present. No more voices floating mysteriously around the
room or getting lost when explosions kick in during action sequences. The center
channel does its job properly, maintaining vocal intelligibility even when the 6.5-
inch subwoofer adds that low-end rumble that modern content seems to demand.
This becomes especially valuable with streaming content, where audio
compression often turns conversations into incomprehensible mush, but the Sama

5000 manages to extract clarity from even heavily compressed sources.

The Dolby Atmos processing works.harder than physics should allow from a 3.1
setup. No, it can't create genuine overhead effects - that requires actual ceiling
speakers - but the DSP does expand the soundstage convincingly beyond the
bar's physical footprint. Action scenes gain space and movement that draws you
deeper into whatever you're watching, though it's more about width than true
surround immersion.

Music reveals both the system's strengths and its personality. High-quality files
showcase decent detail and instrument separation, creating that "cloud of sound"
effect that makes background listening genuinely pleasant. But the Sama 5000
clearly has preferences - it's tuned for movies first, with music as a capable but
secondary consideration. The subwoofer adds genuine low-end weight without
overwhelming everything else, though push the volume too high and you'll hear
the DSP working overtime to prevent distortion. Better to stay a few notches
below maximum for clean performance.

Those three sound modes actually make meaningful differences. Movie mode
embraces the big, dramatic presentation with boosted bass and treble. Music
mode offers better balance for stereo content. Voice mode brightens the midrange
for clearer dialogue in older shows or live broadcasts. You'll find yourself switching
between them more than expected, which either shows thoughtful tuning or
reveals the system's limitations, depending on your perspective.



The bottom line

So back to that original question: is the Sama 5000 worth the space under your
television? The answer is yes, with some important caveats. It solves the
fundamental problem of terrible TV audio without creating new headaches in the
process. Dialogue becomes clear enough that you won't need subtitles anymore,
and the overall sound quality feels appropriate for its price. The setup simplicity is
genuinely refreshing in a world of overcomplicated tech products.

Of course, it's not without its compromises. Conservative volume levels, single
HDMI input, and Dolby Atmos that's more about width than genuine overhead
immersion remind you this is a mid-range product with mid-range limitations. The
sound is competent rather than spectacular — good enough to make your evening
viewing more enjoyable without fundamentally changing how you experience
movies or music. For most people dealing with the daily frustration of inaudible
dialogue, that's exactly what they need. Nothing more, nothing less.

Our rating: 3.5/5
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